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“Gitver dollars continue to accumulate in 
the Mints, and the people continue to exhibit 


‘on the Pacific slope is not a-profitable one. 
The large margin of profit left to the Gov- 


ernment on the conversion of 88 cents’ worth _ 


of ‘silver bullion. into a ‘‘ standard ’’ coin of 
' ‘the nominal value of a dollar ‘may obscure 
for, the’ time ‘the costly. and ~wasteful 
character of the operations under the 
Silver law. But: the moment. that . the 


- "Treasury finds itself compelled to fall back. 


_fapon its coin reserve of silver,:and to‘em- 
ploy that reserve in payment of all public 
- vbligations, the utterly delusive character. of 
our silver coinage will become as painfully 
- apparent ‘as the exfravagant cost of the pro- 
ag apesncanti woses La ages 
—_— 


at mn sight of 
Capitol, his offense being aD. ou 
sault upon @ Woman. » This is Lynch law, as 
practiced. on the. border and in Territories 
where the institutions of justice | are feeble 
in motion -and difficult of ‘access. Orimes 
like that’ ‘of which the negro was .a0- 
fregnent ym 
It is urged 
that lynching is more effectual as a deterrent, 


especially where negroes are concerned, than 
judicial hanging. We have seen how, as in 
the case of Oxastinx Cox, the law’s delay 
gives an accused person opportunity to 
arouse race prejudices, to foster morbid sén- 
timentality, and inyest the criminal with a 
spurious kind of heroism. ‘This, it is con- 

tended, destroys the terrors of the law, as 

regularly administered in Maryland, In- 

cidentally, it is said’ that six lynchings, for: 
the species of crime just alluded to, have: 
lately been carried -into effect near the City: 
of Washington. It is admitted that the 

law Goes not terrify offenders, How many. 
more executions by. Judge Lynch will be 


‘| required to produce the desired effect ? 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 

Litigation is ‘a very costly luxury for the 
City.. There were presented to the Board of 
Apportionment yesterday bills aggregating 
$42,267 for legal services rendered to Police 
Commissioners WHEELER and NioHots in 
resisting the proceedings taken for their re- 
ammoval and for similar services ia the Elec- 
tion ‘Inspectors squabble, The bills of 
NicHois’s counsel alone amount to over 
$19,000, and apparently include some re- 
markable illustrations of the value attached 
by lawyers to their time. The City main- 
tains.a somewhat expensive Law’ Depart- 
ment, but it ‘appears that Municipal.officers 
seek advice about their public duties from 
private counsel, and-that $500°is considered 
a proper fee for such a consultation, . Of 
course, an opinion from Grorce TickNoR 
Curtis is cheap at any price; ‘and when the 
court decides ‘‘substantially in accordance 
with it, ’’ $1,000 is ‘a ridiculously small. sum 
to pay for somuch wisdom. But it.is not 
quite so clear that the City ought to pay for 
an-opinion, hewever excellent, which was 
furnished at the request of a Tammany Hall 
committee, and which can only by a violent 
stretch of justice be included among’ the 
legitimate costs to be awarded to a successful 
litigant. 

EEE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND DEBT. 

An important feature of the new census 
of the United States will be found in the 
statistics of local indebtedness. . The “work 
of collecting these appears to be one of great 
difficulty in consequence of the different 
forms of local organization and administra- 
tion in the several, States, and the general 
lack ‘of systematic accounts and reports, but » 
it is believed that approximately accurate. 
results will be obtained, As will be seen 
by. reference to an interesting letter 
on the. subject which ~ we . publish 
this morning, Mr. .Porrer, who-has 
charge of this special work, has already 
gathered information and made estimates 
which enable ué to get at the general aggre- 
gate. For about half the States, and those 
by far the most important In this particu- 
lar respect, he has used official . information 
gathered under State authority, and for. the 
rest he has taken the figures of the last cen- 
gus, fromm which he expects to find little 
variation.. The . total. thus obtained 
of county, city, and town ~indebted- 
ness. for. the whole United States 
is ‘about $850,000,000. This is considera- 
bly, in excess of the amount reported in the 
last census, and hence we cannot quite rec- 
oncile it with the statement of Mr. Porrzr 
that he’ does not expect tofind a large in- 
crease, and would’ not. be surprised if there 
‘were none at all, The total of State indebt- 
edness is said to have’ fallen off nearly one- 
quarter in’ the last ten years, but as this is 


largely due to repudiation in the South, it is, 


not.a cause for congratulation... It is placed 
now at $266,688,000, and if ‘added to the 
strictly local class, will raise the aggregate to 
more than $1,100,000,000. ; 

The true significance of the figures given 
cannot be extracted from them without 
other data upon which to base comparisons. 
It signifies little, except in a very general 
way, that one State hasa greater local in- 


‘curred therefor by the towns. In others | fu 


‘there is a division of Bieoini-n and 
we find both town and county de 
‘varying proportions, Abvén echoel tieirioke 
iit some cases are allowed to roll up debts on’ } 
their own account, apparently without Te- 


‘striction. In the South there ‘ate some 


strange anonialiés, which ‘are not without 
significance in‘ the political and social de- 
velopment of the States. There is no 
more wholesome “training for . citizen- 
‘ship than is to be found. in local 
self-government as, it exists in New- 
England towns, where the watchfulness, the 
independence, and the feeling. of responsi- 
bility of the citizen are fostered by his 
active, and immediate participation in the’ 
control of those public interests’ which most 
nearly. concern him. This kind of. civic 
training is wanting in most Southern States 
in consequence of the .administration by 
cbunties or large areas, and in several. all 
local government is absorhed by the 
State. In North Carolina and Florida, for 
instance, and to a less degree in Alabama 
and Louisiana, the control of local interésts 
is taken away from those to whom. they be- 
long and absorbed by the. political party. 
which directs’ the State Government. -Be- 
sides being in violation of the principle of 
local self-government, this gives an  all-per- 
vading power to the ruiing party which is 
liable to’. gross abuses. -In Georgia, ‘while 
the administration of local affairs is largely 
carried on by counties, there appears. to be 
no uniformity in their organization or 
methods. ‘They apparently run themselves, 
without any definite limitations afforded by 
State law, 

While this is a matter-subject to the sole 
jurisdiction of the separate States, there are 
certain ‘general principles which ‘ought to 
commend themselves to enlightened minds 
in all sections... In the first place, it is mani- 
fest that in every State there ought to be a 
definite distribution of local authority, 
which shall be uniform in its jurisdiction 
and methods throughout the same State. It 
is desirable, also, to... get rid, so far as 
possible, of the complication of county 
and. town organizations over the same 
territory, with functions that are similar 
and might as well be exercised by a single 
authority, The New-England method of 
town and city administration is, in many re- 
spects, the best, placing, as it does, ‘the con- 
trol and management of -local :interests- in 


‘the hands of those whom they most inti- 


mately concern, The county, as a debt-in- 
curring institution, might well. be elimi- 
nated, and the power of towns and cities to 
incur debt »should be restricted, as is 
already done in some States, . The expe- 
rience of the last. few years, especially in 
this part of the country, has shown the need 


‘of giving more care to local financial man- 


agement, and the responsibility of enforcing 
it belongs to the law-making power, of the 
States, : 
THE PARTY OF CORRUPTION. 
Very. soon after the Democrats obtained 


‘possession of the House of Representatives, 


they, began a series of investigations into the 
expenditures of the Government. They had 
for so-many years raised a prodigious 
clamor Over the extravagance and corruption 
of’ the Republican administration of the 
Government that it is quite possible. that 
some of them actually believed’ their own 
assertions. Then, too, many.’ of those 
who . joined in -the cry. of ‘‘corruption”’ 
were old Democrats, who had their criminal * 
share in the misdeeds of previous Democratic 
Administrations, when the disbursements of 
the Government were insignificant compared 
with those of later years under Republican 
rule... They could . not. believe that any 
party, with “the » opportunitied - enjoyed 
by the Republicans, could, fail to 
reap rich harvests of plunder. ‘They  re- 
membered how their party used to steal, 
when in power, and they could not under- 
stand that.other people might be more honest 
under the same circumstances... Up to the 
end of the year:1879, the Democrats in Con- 
gress had set on foot thirty-three separate 
Congressional . investigations, each one 
of which ‘was charged: with .. the 
duty. of. bringing tt justice some 
officer or employe of the Government who 
beén concetned in cheating ‘the Govern- 
‘ment. ‘These thirty-three investigating com- 


debtedness than another, unless we know’| mittees expended nearly $500,000, Theexact 


‘| their respective population and wealth for 
‘the same period. To deduce any idea of the 
n at of the burden, we need >to 


amount is shown by the public records. But 
‘not one single Republican , officer’ has been 
‘convicted of stealing even.one dollar from 
the Government. ‘About a year ago Senator 
Winpom, from his place ih the | Senate, 
| publicly ‘challenged the Senators on the 
Democratic’ side of the chamber’ to’ name 


1 ‘a single Republican: officer whom the 


@ Iaid upon ‘many com: 
their energies for:} answered now if the Democrats have not lost 


aside : 
ui foe:s the © 


‘ Hhione: 


‘thirty-three investigating 
‘proved to. have stolen one dollar from this 
Government.” ioe has never 


| been answered. « open, without 


psf ong pag gue gia fe 


bea, di 


‘ak bowel footed: ‘up $6.974,000; phere the 
list of defaulting custodians of public funds 
cratic days ‘a total 

Joss of $3,218,619, 
more than $10,000,000 to be charged to the 
‘account of Democratic’ official corruption, 
theft, and incompetency: in thirty. years. 
And this is the party that rants and raves. 
about the dishonesty of Repmpilteans in 
-Office | 

The only true test of the honesty of any. 
Administration is a colaparigon of its losses 
by theft or willful mismanagement with 
its expenditures.“ A: merchant who em- 
ploys one. hundred clerks, saleamen, and 
cashiers, and transacts 4 business of five mil- 
lions a year, must: needs make allowance 
for (greater losses by’ pilfering and theft 
than he who employs only twenty men and 
‘transacts a business of a million a year. 
But, when 'the Democrats were in power, ex- 
pending only comparatively small sums’ of 
money, and employing afew thousand of- 
ficialwy they stole more money than was 
stolen‘under Republican rule; when. the ¢x- 
penditures of the Government were enor- 
mously increased. This must have. been 
true, in the very nature of things, when a 
Democratic Collector could get away with 
more than a million dollars, a Postmaster 
with $170,947, and a Cabinet officer with 
nearly one ‘million. These gigantic thefts 
‘were committed during the very last days of 
Democratic rule,, Some of the mén who 
are now hurrahizig for that admirable stalk- 
ing-horse, ‘‘the superb soldier,” were’ en- 
gaged in the leadership of the Democratic 
Party then, as they are now; and; with 
Hancoox for 8 figure-head, they would ex- 
pect to repeat the thefts which disgraced 
the Administration of Bucnanan. But itis 
unnecessary to multiply spécific instances of 
theft, like those which we have just cited. 
The ‘official records show that the great- 
est ‘oases sustained by the Govern- 
ment by theft and defalcation were 
prior to 1861, during which period they 
‘were at the rate of $5 17 for every $1,000 
collected and expended. From 1861 up td 
the end of 1879 the losses were at the rate of 
57 cents to each $1,000. During AnDREW 
JACKSON'S partisan reign: the Government 
officials lost and stole the public money at the 
rate of $7 52 to the $1,000; and while Mar- 
Tix VAN BorEeN. was President they lost 
and stole money to the tune of $11 71 to 
each $1,000 received and expended. In 
BucHANAN’s time, notwithstanding the 
great thefts and defalcations, the losses 
were ~ $8 81 to the $1,000. But 
during . Lincoun’s Administration—a 
time of great. excitement and apparent 
recklessness—the losses fo the Government 
wete only 57 cents to the $1,000, while dur- 
ing Grant’s Administration the rate was 
but 84 -cents. These. figures are eloquent. 
They prove that Democratic ‘administration 
has always been corrupt, reckless, and’ dis- 
honest. . A restoration of the Democratic 
Party to power would be a restoration of ex- 
travagance and theft in office. 

V—"COoOoOoOoO 
NEW TARIF? PROBLEMS. 

Somebody in the Treasury Department iq 
in ‘a heap of trouble,’””. This: is owing to 
the intricacies of the tariff of the United 
States; complicated -with the influence of 


Ohio with the present Administration. The 


Cincinnati Zoological Society desired tq 
import, a. zebra for breeding purposes. 
This ‘was a “novel. request, and it 
gave the Treasury much anxious thought. 
Animals imported for breeding purposes are 
supposed’ to be domestic in‘ their habits. 
These are imported free. Then, again, ani- 
mals imported for the purposes of exhibi- 
tion or competition are also on the free list, 
but it is exacted of the importer that he 
shall re-export the same within six months; | 
otherwise he forfeits a bond which he exe- 
cutes at the time of the'importation: A live 
and wild zebra, though’ nominally imported 
for breeding purposes, could not. come. un- 
der the head of domestic animals, although it 
might be classed as.,‘‘ imported for purposes 
of exhibition and competition,’’ in which case 
the importers would be obliged to re-export ’ 
their zebra. within six months, or forfeit a: 
bond, which ‘would'be equivalent'to paying 
duty. The Ohio idea, as ‘usual, prevailed 
in the Bureau of Customs,’ and: Cincin- 
nati was granted permission to import, free 
of duty, a live zebra for breeding purposes. 
Thusemboldened, the Cincinnati Zoological 
Society determined to’ try the Treasury on a 


committees had | 


“@ grand total of | 


‘Egyptian obelisk is a ‘‘ collection.” 
if its fellow, now in Europe, had been im- 


tariff has. scheduled ting wn doing ‘of tr 


‘neath ‘the sun; but. obelisks have Deen } 


strangely overlooked. The Pennsylvania 
Congressmen are probably at this moment 
berating their lack’ of vigilance in this par- 


ticular. Under the law, ** collections of an- 


-tiquities”’ not imported for sale are free of 


duty. But nobddy, will pretend that thie 


Even 
ported with it, that would be @ very liberal’ 


‘construction of law which would make |. 


a‘ collection’’ of two obelisks.. Under the’ 


head of ‘‘ Stones—freestone, granite, sand- 


stone, and all other building and monu- 
meéntal,’’ the obelisk is. liable to a, duty of 
$150 per ton. And unless’ Ohio has. her 
elephant for breeding purposes free of duty, 
there will be more trouble. It will be're- 
membered that it was sought to have 
* objecta of » classical. antiquity’’ placed 
on the, free list, at the late session 
of Congress, and that this project 
failed . because .Senator Kimgwoop in-’ 
sisted upon tacking to the bill an-amend- 
ment granting a drawback of duty on salt 
imported and used in the curing of -meat 


‘and fish intended for exportation. < It 


was. claimed that. this . amendment 
was . germane to the bill, for the 
reason that Lor’s wife, ‘who was 
turned into a pillar of salt, was a classical 
antiquity, and might, perhaps, become ‘a 
saline importation. But Mr. Mornrm1,; who 
is‘certainly an authority in such matters, 


-when asked a diet question, said that ‘‘ the 


Egyptian obelisk would ly be consid- 
dered a classical antiquity.’’ He was eyi- 
dently influenced in his judgment by the 
language of the bill, which provided that 
classical antiquities, as therein specified, 
must have been ‘‘ manufactured or produced 
before or during the medizval period.’’ The 
obelisk would be too much of an antique to 
be an antique in the intent and meaning of 


‘the law. Now, if the obelisk could not 


have been. included in the provisions of 
the bill; -as being too’ ancient, Lor’s 
wife certainly could not. But, in any case, 
the bill failed, and no provision was made 
for the free importation of antiquities, clas- 
sical or otherwise, except in ‘‘ collections’’ as 
aforesaid. It follows, then, that if the 
Ohio people do not get their elephant for 
breeding purposes free of duty, we shalllhave 
to pay duty on_our obelisk. 
EEE 


THE BRASS INSTRUMENT HABIT. 

It is generally conceded that the use of 
brass musical instruments has greatly fn- 
creased in this country during the last ten 
years. Few persons, however, have any 
accurate. idea of the appalling progress 
which this terrible vice has made. There is 
probably not a village in the whole country 
without its. habitual and shameless. player 


| on the cornet, while’ the number of those 


who are addicted to brassinstruments, either 
openly and to an.extent which they call 
‘* moderate,’’ or secretly and to a ruinous 
excess, is estimated by trustworthy statisti- 
cians to amount to fully 8 per. cent. of our 
entire adult pop ulation. 
with these figures the prevalence of drunk- 
enness becomes’ insignificant and opium- 
eating hardly deserves notice, 

To the demoralization caused by the civil 
war is doubtless due much of this giant evil, 
In the camp and the field men were brought 
in familiar contact with the le, the. cor- 
net, the trombone, and the serpent, ~The 
natural horror which a pure-minded man 
feels in witnessing thé abuse of Drags. in- 
struments ‘vanished by degrees. The ears 
of our. soldiers became calloused, and from 


listening with indifference to the abuse of 


brass by others, it was an easy step for them 


to adopt the. habit themselves. The bugler 


brought his bugle’ home with him, and as he 


blew it in his, house ‘and on the street, his 


evil example contaminated the young and 
thoughtless. Then the long years of busi- 
ness depression, of bankruptcy and pov- 
erty which followed. the war led many to 
drown their miseries in brass. The ruined 
merchant, or the mechanic without employ- 
ment, lost heart, and trjed to, forget his 
wretchedness by dulling his senses with the 
cornet or the.trombone. Lastly, we must 
notice the pernicious influence of those un- 
happy men, Levy, ARBucKLs, and similar 
offenders. who have been made to minister 
to a depraved taste for brass, and have 
made this vice popular and even fashionable. 


It is'not necessary to take theextreme | ;, 


“In comparison j “ 


sori slahaly rook of this assertion. 
‘Three years ago a man, the father ofa fam- 


part of the town, 
the cornet habit. 


ants, and could. neither. be rented nor sdld; 

five persons living within hearing of the cor- 
net became hopelessly insane, and ’the yery 
dogs, realizing the hopelessness of barking in. 
competition with brass, wasted away and 
perished miserably.: The miserable man who: 
has caused this ruin still survives and pur- 


br Pe ebne ee 
io) SPR 











sues his shameful course, and the law is } 


powerles@to protect or avenge his victims. — 

The most loathsome feature of this devas- 
tating vice is its, tendency to corrupt young 
persons, and even children of tender years. 


The boy who is too young to dream of drink- 


ing ardent spirits is not too young to blow 
the cornet. There are even men who take 
# diabolical pleasure in pressing the instru- 
ment to childish lips, and others. who 
actually make it their: profession to teach the 
revolting art of playing the cornet. and the 
trombone to boys of 8 and 10 years of age. 
What must the future of that country be’ 
where the very. children are thus instructed 
in vice? ‘*When I hear the accordeon I 
tremble for my country,’’ said JerrERson. 
To what a frightful extent would that vener- 
able man quake, were he now living, to see 
the gigantic proportions to which the brass 
instrument habit has attained. 

The time has come when good men should 
everywhtre join in an organized effort to 
stem the tide of brass which threatens to 
overwhelm our beloved land. We must de- 


mand @ strict license law regulating the sale 
of brass. instruments, and a ‘‘ civil damages’’ 
act making the vendor of brass instruments 
and the amateur player thereon liable, 
jointly and severally, for all the damages to 
property and persons which may result from 
the use of any variety of brass instruments. 
Persons found guilty of playing the cornet 
should be punished with fine. and imprison- 
ment, and it should be made lawful for 
any magistrate to commit a confirmed 
and notorious trombone-player to the 
lunatic asylum, and to appoint a Receiver 
and Administrator of his property.’ Books, 
tracts, and lectures on the evils of brass in- 
struments should be employed to develop a 
healthy public sentiment, and the young 
should be induced to join: societies pledged 
to total abstinence from brass in every form. 
But there must be no delay.. The evil must 
be met by legal methods now, or we must 
be prepared to see the shops of instrument- 
dealers mobbed by maddened women, and 
cornet and trombone players shot by infuri- 
ated men, whose wrongs have mastered and 
alain their patience and ‘their law-abidibg 
instincts. 


At the regular mecting. of the Board of 
Health, yesterday, the organization of the pro- 
posed’ night medical service was taken up and dis- 
cussed, Dr. Nacurx: was present, and explained 
his yiews at length to the Commissioners as to the 
best: method of procuring the registry of: medical 
men in the various Police preoihcts. It appeared, 
‘on examining the provisions of the bill, however, 
that it was impracticable for. the board to issue a 
ciroular to the medical profession in the City, aa 
ceipt of a certified copy of the law, it shall be the 
duty of the: Captain of each Police precinct ‘to 
register the names and addresses of all physicians 
baie hatha yg opetinegpea ds: campserieell sy. 
The Registrar. of . Vital of ° the Board 


sation to Tenant act passed apc 
rian cases are decided, that (1) such. 


of rent is owing to the tenant's inability to pay; 


(2) that the tenant is willing to continue in the oc- 
cupation, often holding upon just and reasonabic 
terms as to rent, arrears of rent, and’ otherwise, 
and (8,) that sien ee 
by the landlord. ‘The bitter finds 
its root in the fact that the bigs 
is, ven now, regarded by) the © andlord 
Dereon. 
who simply enters into a conten, aa is 


signal for a series‘ of outrages. ‘Tim 60 uery ise 
of agitation, and the Police say that the im 


So many people have not been out of town, 
it is said, for 12 to 15 years as there are now. They 


always something sad about a: tonaniions home, 
for the houses show like gigantic tombs, or rather 


of Health is charged: with the duty of revising |. 


such registry, and the board is required to verify 
the diplomas and the regularity of applicants, after 
which the amended list is returned to the Cap- 
tain ‘of ‘the precinct, to be posted upon a 
bulletin in his office for the information of the pub- 
lic. As under a mistaken readifig of the law many 
have: already applied to the Board of 
Health for registry, it may be well to state that. all 
such applications should be made at the Police pre- 
cinct in which the applicalit ‘Tesides: “The yarious 
precincts have not, however, as yet been supplied 
with certified copies of the law, and this remains 
to be done before the registry can be commenced. 
Dr. Nacurax proposes to appear before the Police 
Commissioners at their regular meeting on Friday, 
and to urge upon the board the propriety of im- 
ae im the: premises. By detailing a 
medical Superintendent and a Cashier for the ser- 
viee, the Board of Health has done all that is prac- 
ticable for that department for. the present. 
— 


It is 80 iadbecsl de: Hien Cabot peleate 


ground held by certain fanatics, that\the use | to 


of brass instruments is in all circumstances 
Like ardent spirits, brass'has its 


) uses, and ‘& brass instrument may be\played Beast 


Mtoe of faith in the truth of their | 8. 


in such « Way and at such » time as ‘to ren- 
der it not only harmless, 


tain’ sense, everybody is out of town) as. ved 
who tries to hunt up any of his friends.or si 
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